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In most Missions of any standing, even where the
chief attention has been given to direct evangelistic work,
some provision has been made for secondary education.
A school with this object was established in our Mission
in 1845. It was taught in a well-sized native house,
and was afterwards transferred to a larger building. It
had successive superintendents, the late Mr. Sherring,
Mr. Blake, and myself. It was a longer time under Mr.
Sherring than under-any other, and in it he laboured
very diligently and efficiently. It received the name of
the Central School, as our idea was to transfer to it the
best boys from what we called the Bazar schools. It was
intended to allow none to enter who had not made some
progress in reading their own language, but we found this
exclusion impracticable, and we were obliged to form an
elementary department English was taught, and the
higher classes were introduced to geometry, algebra,
history, especially Indian history, and other similar
branches of a liberal education. Almost all when they
entered- were ignorant of English. Those who remained
a considerable time made fair progress, a few made remark-
able progress; and we were happy to find that many on
leaving us obtained responsible situations, which they
continued to hold to the satisfaction of their superiors.
For years under successive superintendents the Head
Master was a Christian^ Babu Ram Chunder Basu, who
is now most usefully employed as a lecturer to educated
natives. His great attainments, his diligence and teach-
ing power, did much to promote the prosperity of the
school
In our Central school a very prominent place was given
to Christian instruction. Every day Scripture lessons
were given by Christian teachers; on Saturday, for years,